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Chief, Coatect tirtston an @h March 1962 


_ Atta: Suyport Breach (Crowley) mia earn: 
_ Chief, Wasbingtan Office . 


Ontexsview vith AHEC Committee 


2. At the request of Mr. Asheraft for Setchait,, Wi Division, 


- Frenk Sheridan {aterviewod the comittee for AFET at the tashington Pa 


Field Office. sa 24 March 1961. ‘hey consisted of Abel Mestre. Victor 
Pedruso, Silvio Emabria, Leslie Pantin, Carlos Garcia del Tran, and 
Paul Seilman. Hestre stated thst the organization vaa founded about 
Jime 1960 in Miaxt es 8 clandestine apolitical group with the objective 
to ovurtarov Costro, to ufte the various Cutan eaitle Mui ad to 


oo -Cverte lews for the effective reconstruction of Cuba. Hemberohip 4s 
- comprised of. individual businesses rather than representatives of 


ic Oremitaet tone. 


2. The committee hed been peeting with various Wuited States 
officials in veshington, D. Co, to express ite vicws. Ite mnbers 
ara worried.over Cestro propaganda, which, although wtrue, has becn 
accepted es fact, 1.a., twenty thousend killings by Yetista ant the 
clain that Castro's wes a social revolution rather than a political — 
One. ‘they pointed out that the Qian ecomory vos forserly proepering 


with en enlerging middle class, se that the term social revolution 


hes beea wooed cy Castro primarily. to prasovd delist sevsures.. ia 
addition, lator leglalation vas in effect which actually pet cuployers 


et a disadventage with exployees, campared to ths other ‘countries of 


Letin Aneriea. ‘he problem facing Cudan labor ves primarily the 


‘peaponal aua crop econany. ‘ov the pecyic Lave less pay, lesa 


coasmodities evatishle, no claims agalast anyone and merely vork for 
& Castro-Conzuni st goverment. The farmer hag not been helpad dy 
agrarien refonse, ‘but has been obliged to enter cooperatives or to 


‘pell his craps et controlled prices, which are paid when end how 


the government pleasce: This Le merely en initation of viet Castro © 


proamiced. . 

3. “The conxttes fecls thet mypvorters of tho revolution actually 
vere seaking honesty in goverment ml the Liberty outlined in the 
1940 constitution. In thio regard, the orabors fcel that the Comanists 
aay try for a eecénd round in aay Government revlecing Castro. Such 
om interin regioe must develop caret:l measures to promote true 
democratic elections. This govunweest may include covert Comamists 
wto would be a constant threat. Yor thia reason, it ras exmhestzed 
end re-emmuasized thut the exile leaters be ost peremey: screened 
by the United States befure their retuni to Ciba. 
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NR. A major concem bea been unificution of the various exiled 
factions. This bas mi started, but the comittes fools thet 
businesanen suchas they represent sbould be proportionately represented 


classes: should. particirete for the first tise in‘ Cuban politics and. 


" ghould de consulted 2 all stages. 


5. ghey emphasised that the problen {s not merely # Cuben one, 
but 46 a Qmramist springboard against the United States. They urged. 


‘that the United States do vhst they, the Dusinesams, failed to do in. 


Cubs - to. take the offmseive. “Pevelopacnts in Cubs heave followed the 


ideal model, some Latins are daginning to water whether they ero right 
about the United Stereo end whether they stoold attoh ofdes. Fidel. 


Castro yon nis revolution by proyagania wai not by ard. 


governs cul they fees = tyvanny of the right or the left. Tha 
United States must realise that some of the exile leaiers participetsd. 
Sn wh tomoen $x, ths Maetse sovermeenh emi might try to cassinue £550 


&O Eases. pet i a) ppt nny 


‘ef the bed espects of the Castro prog 


7. Silvio Sanabria cosmented thst, although CIA eppeared to be 
tn touch with all of the other Cuben grosys, no one bad eygaoachsd 
hia orgentection to assist or to learn wiet it vao doing. The whole 
caxittee offered to be of any possible assistance to CIA & eny tine. 
No effort was mate to salicit information or funds fron CIA during © 
this session. : ai fe , a ; 
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